
A Short Arm?
By Paula Davis

Heavy eyelids blink open. A sense of dread as I turn toward the clock. It is 6:14. Ugh. I do not want to leave my warm bed. I turn over and 
drift off as I wish it all away. Eyes open again, expecting little hands and feet, but only the clock staring back that reads 6:32. Hmm. I guess 
this is what I asked for but as that realization settles, an internal whining begins. I don't want to get up. I'm too tired. I finally address Him, 
"Lord, I know I'm supposed to get up and talk to you but it's too early." I pull the covers up closer to my chin and push my eyelids closed. 
"Okay, fine" I say to Him, as if He has replied with a stern urging for me to arise. 
A dear friend had recently encouraged me to begin my day with God. And I reminded her that I'm not a morning person so it's not feasible 
but she leaned in with her encouragement. She spoke wisely of my deep need to meet with Jesus, to have my heart filled so that I would 
want to give more fully of myself to my boys. Okay, fine. You win, I thought. With my great attitude in tow, I asked God to wake me up that 
next morning. 
I felt as though I was dragging another's dead body from my bed as I willed myself out towards the living room. Turning the lamp on and 
grabbing my Bible, it fell open to Numbers, chapter 11. Normally I try not to play Bible roulette, but it happens now and then. My eyes spied 
a story of Moses and His response to God regarding a promise God had made to the Israelite people. I was struck by the whining and 
discontent hearts. God's word providing a mirror of my attitude. Oh dear. I continued down the page to verse 23. "The LORD answered 
Moses, Is the LORD's arm too short? Now you will see whether or not what I say will come true for you." This brought me fully awake. How 
many times have I felt God was distant, as if His arm was too short to reach down and rescue me? He promises His goodness and I turn 
away in disbelief. It's because this gig of His just seems too good to be true. As if the One who created every living thing cares for me?
But herein lies the kicker: the very thing I have deemed too difficult or possibly unnecessary is the only thing that will keep my heart alive. 
The only way to combat the nagging questions in the recesses of my mind, "Am I a good mom?...What if I fail at this?...What if everything I 
love is taken away?", is to meet each question head on. If I push the questions down they will only resurface like a seed lying dormant 
waiting to emerge. Only, try as I may, I cannot pull these weed-like thoughts from my mind, as these seeds of untruth were scattered by the 
devil. God knew this would happen though. He knew that I would struggle so He gave me His word and even woke me up to meet with me. 
Like a true friend should. But I must say, it is not just I that has received this invite. He invites you as well. The same God who spoke and 
mountains rose out of the ground. The same One who knows your name and wrote it on His hand (Isaiah 49:16). The Christ who waits for 
you to whisper His name. The invitation is always open. Run home to His heart and be full of life!
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Today at MOPS:  Tami Boesiger
“A Mother Like No Other”

A Mother Like No Other addresses the inadequacy we feel as mothers and reminds women they are 
God's chosen instrument to raise their children. Supported by scripture and personal examples, it's a 

message weary moms long to hear.



Alert! Alert!
a n n o u n c e m e n t s

Next MOPS meeting is Thursday, 
September 22nd!

Bible Study Opportunity:
WOW Bible Study at First Free will begin in 
September, meets on Tuesday mornings at 
9:15am with childcare or Tuesday evenings 
without childcare. Sign up at: 
www.firstfreelincoln.org/ministries/women

Thursday, Sept. 22nd @7pm. Songs and 
Stories Tour with Steven Curtis Chapman, 
Mac Powell and Brandon Heath at Lincoln 
Berean.  Tickets $25. 
http://www.lincolnberean.org/happenings/
concerts

Saturday, Sept. 10th from 11am-7pm the 
Sunken Gardens has Art in the Park with 
local artists and their art for sale. (27th & 
Capital Pkwy)Today at MOPPETS our 

kids will be learning 
about boy Jesus in the 
Temple.

TRUTH or DARE?
28 Challenges Coming at Ya!

TRUTH: 
What is your favorite thing 

that has happened in the 
dark? Journal about the 

experience.

DARE: 
Go outside at night and count 

100 stars. Then make an 
audacious wish on the 
brightest star. After all, 

wishes are simply hope-filled 
prayers.

Tell us about your truth or 
dare on facebook 

#wearethestarryeyed

Dear Mentor Mom,
What advice do you 
have for moms with 
little ones?

-Be sure you are 
spending time with God 
daily, listening and 
praying

-Your mood and attitude 
sets the tone of the 
home

-Try to always be joyful, 
happy, and positive

-Housework can wait, 
play with your kids, they 
aren’t with us for very 
long and soon they don’t 
want to play with you

-I took each child out for 
a malt before the school 
year started, starting in 
kindergarten all through 
high school. I talked to 
them about what their 
dad and expected of 
them the coming year.
-Tell your kids you love 
them everyday.

-Be a good example.

-Mom & Dad show love 
to each other in front of 
the kids.  Let your 
marriage be a good 
example of what they 
deserve when they 
marry.

Prayer Journal Inspiration:
Today you will be getting a hand out called 10 Mom Prayers and because we have some awesome, squeaky-clean 
prayer journals, I thought I’d throw out an example of how to use this hand out to get some ink in that journal!

Dear God,
I pray for VISION today to see beyond the sticky messes and asking my kids to put their shoes on 100x. I pray that you would help 
me to see what matters most to you and guide my family according to Your will and Your purpose, not just what is most convenient 
for me at the time.  
Help me to have a vision for the beautiful ways You are shaping my children, even as tiny infants, and help me to 
bring out the best in them. I am completely dependent on You for seeing these things, may I be in constant 
communication with You today.  Thank you God, Amen.


