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Today at MOPS
Pastor Mark: 5 Things Every Mother Should Know

Christmas Books
By Diane Gratopp

“In this modern world where activity is stressed almost to the point of mania, quietness as a childhood need is too 
often overlooked. Yet a child's need for quietness is the same today as it has always been--it may even be 

greater--for quietness is an essential part of all awareness. In quiet times and sleepy times a child can dwell in 
thoughts of his own, and in songs and stories of his own.” 

― Margaret Wise Brown (you might recognize this author of Goodnight Moon & The Runaway Bunny) 

A familiar sentiment this time of year is how busy we are, how stressed we feel and how we wish for quiet 
moments. Moms, your kids long for quiet moments as well, and quiet moments spent with you are even more 

important. I could cite many studies that center on the importance of reading to your kids and the value of having 
print (actual books!) in your home. Preschoolers need to have reading modeled to them and if you have older kids, 
there is still a need to read to them and with them! I can give personal testimony to reading chapter books aloud to 

my kids up to grade six even though they were proficient readers. 

One Christmas tradition in our home, and in the homes of others, is to have a basket of Christmas books. Our 
basket has grown to two as one just won’t do. Every year a book (or more) is added and every year my grown kids 

read books from the baskets.  On the other side are some from our collection. Some retell the Christmas story, 
some are whimsical winter stories, some are classics, some are treasured because of their illustrations.  All of 

them are filled with memories of quiet moments.



                               This week in MOPS KIDS they will learn about The Christmas Story.

Next MOPS meeting is January 11th

*2nd Semester dues: The total for the semester is $64. If there is anyone in need of assistance, 
you can contact Kendra or your mentor mom for more information about scholarships. 

A Couple Preschool Christmas Gift Ideas:

“What God Wants For Christmas” by Family Life This kid-friendly, interactive nativity—with seven 
gift boxes, a colorful pop-up, and an illustrated poem— contains a surprise ending that will open 

a child's heart to Jesus. 

“Little People Nativity Set” made by Fisher Price This is the nativity set that you will find all over 
the house as your child reenacts the birth of Jesus. It’s a must-have touchable Christmas 

decoration for any house with a preschooler. 
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Cindy’s Instant Hot Chocolate 
(submitted by Cindy Brunott)

1 lb Nestles Quick
6 oz dry creamer powder

1 lb powdered sugar
8 quarts powdered milk carnation

8 tsp. Cocoa

Mix: Use ⅔ cup of mix per cup

Christmas Books continued…
The Legend of the Candy Cane by Lori Walburg (this can be 
found as a board book & picture book)
Snowmen at Christmas by Caralyn Buehner
The Night Before Christmas by Clement C. Moore 
Merry Christmas Mouse! by Laura Numeroff
That’s Not My Snowman… by Fiona Watt (a great touch & 
feel book)
A Very Merry Christmas Prayer by Bonnie Rickner Jensen
Brave Irene by William Steig
The Mitten Tree by Candace Christiansen
The Crippled Lamb by Max Lucado with Jenna, Andrea & 
Sara Lucado
Santa’s Prayer  by Tom Roberts
A Night of Great Joy by Mary Engelbreit
Pippin the Christmas Pig  by Jean Little
The Christmas Star by Marcus Pfister
Jacob’s Gift by Max Lucado
One Winter’s Night by Leo and Diane Dillon
Itsy Bitsy Christmas by Max Lucado
Nora and the Great Bear  by Ute Krause
Who’s That Knocking on Christmas Eve? By Jan Brett (her 
illustrations are amazing!)
Bear’s First Christmas by Robert Kinerk
A Churchmouse Christmas by Barbara Davoll
If You Take a Mouse to the Movies by Laura Numeroff
Alabaster’s Song by Max Lucado (you can’t have enough 
Lucado books, in my opinion)
The Fox’s Story: Jesus is Born by Nick Butterworth & Mick 
Inkpen 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas! by Dr. Seuss
Merry Christmas, Davy! By Brigitte Weninger
The list goes on…


